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Tuesday, 8th December 2020. 
 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

 

We celebrate Mary who from the first instant of her 

existence in the womb of her mother, Anne, was ‘by a 

singular grace and privilege of almighty God, and in view 

of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, 

preserved free from all stain of original sin.’ 

 

 

Church Notices: 
 

• PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL & FAMILY GROUP:  Meeting this Tuesday evening 

(8th Dec) at 8.00pm in Holy Cross Church. 
 

• MORE USHERS NEEDED!  As we prepare for the Nativity of Jesus, we are 

reorganising Holy Cross Church to be able to accommodate larger numbers at the 

Christmas Masses.                                                                                                             

The church will be divided into two distinct pods, and to ensure that the pandemic 

guidelines are observed we need more volunteers.  If you can help, please come to a 

meeting in Holy Cross Church, on Thursday evening (10th Dec) at 8.00pm where all 

will be explained.   For more information, call Kathlyn on 086 8125015. 
 
 

      Today’s Readings: 

THE FIRST READING:  This deals with the origin and consequences of sin and 

with God’s promise of salvation.   SECOND READING Through Christ, God 

has adopted us as his children and called us to holiness.   GOSPEL:  In the story 

of the Annunciation we see Mary’s obedience to God, which opens the way 

for the coming of the saviour. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer in Times of Pestilence (Coronavirus)   

~   THE STELLA COELI   ~ 
 

         BACKGROUND:   

When the town of Coimbra (Portugal) was visited by a serious pestilence, in 

the 14th Century, the Nuns of St. Clare offered their prayers in the form of 

“Stella Coeli” [The Star of Heaven] whereupon the contagion ceased.  The 

holy prayer, where it is recited daily with confidence in God and the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is thought to have saved many 

places from the scourge of the contagion. 
 

Blessed Mother Mary, we humbly ask you to preserve this 

your family from all serious and contagious illnesses.  

Intercede for us with your Divine Son that He may preserve us 

from serious bodily ailments and especially from the more 

grievous ailments of the soul. 
 

   V.  Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray … 

God of mercy, God of love, who looked with pity on the 

affliction of your people, grant us the help of your grace that 

we may be delivered from all contagious sickness and from 

unprovided death, through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION is so key to Catholic 

consciousness, it’s hard to believe it hasn’t been around forever.  

The teaching – that MARY was born without original sin – was in 

fact opposed by scholarly saints like Anselm, Aquinas, Bernard, 

and Bonaventure.   They insisted that, because sin entered the 

world through Adam and Eve, MARY would need salvation as 

much as the rest of us.  But the Council of Trent concluded that 

MARY had been spared, and popular piety began to revere her 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.  The significance? Perhaps, as 

theologian Elizabeth Johnson eloquently points out, it’s that 

“grace is more original than sin.”    [Prepare the Word] 

                           DIREENDARRAGH                                    TEMPLENOE 

Mon (7th) Mass at 6.30pm                   Tues (8th)  Mass at 10.45am 
 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH  ~  Mass Intentions 

Mon 8.00pm Anne Cronin, Muxsna …………………………….….  Anniversary 

Tues 9.30am Lil Murphy, 4 Henry St. Kenmare ……………….…. Anniversary 

Tues 12noon Mary C. O’Sullivan, Cappamore & Railway Crescent.  1st Anniv. 

Wed 10.00am Mary and Matilda Donovan, The Square ……………  Anniversary 

Thur 10.00am The O’Neill Family, Sneem & Cork ………………,.. Anniversary 

Fri 10.00am Special Intention   …   …   … 
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