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Sunday, 27th December 2020 ~ The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

 

 

 
 

 

No PUBLIC MASSES will be celebrated in Kenmare, Direendarragh or 

Templenoe Churches UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

 

 

Guidelines from the Diocese of Kerry for Public Masses. 
No Public Masses will be celebrated until further notice.  Priests will continue to 

celebrate Masses, without a congregation, for their parishioners and for all the people 

of the diocese.    

Live Streaming of Masses via the parish website www.kenmareparish.com 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH open for PRIVATE PRAYER 
<> 

Mon- Sat:  10.30am – 8pm.    &    Sun:  1.00pm  -  8.00pm 
 

Newsletter Available / Secure SAFE at the back of Holy Cross Church is for…  

‘Parish’ Envelopes /  Priests’ Dues Envelopes  /  Mass ‘Intention’ Sheets  

================================================  

Today’s Sacred  Scripture: 
1st READING: God promises the childless Abraham an heir and 

unnumberable descendants.   PSALM:  God’s covenant is binding for a 

thousand generations. 

2nd READING:  This stresses the faith of Abraham and Sarah and how 

God’s promise to them was fulfilled.     

GOSPEL:  This tells us about the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple, and also 

provides us with a glimpse of his life at Nazareth. 

Decoding ‘The twelve days of Christmas’ 
(the 16th Century popular Christmas Song). 

 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS are those from the 25th December to 6th January.  

The song comes from a century in England when the practice of Catholicism, 

especially attendance at Mass was punishable by death.  In some cultures, there was a 

tradition of giving gifts on all twelve days. 
 

‘MY TRUE LOVE’ is not an earthly lover but God himself and the ‘PARTRIDGE IN A 

PEAR TREE’ is the blessed Eucharist made present in the Mass. 
 

The image has echoes of Jesus who described himself as a mother hen gathering her 

chicks about her and is repeated in every verse to the end.  It comes first and is 

regarded as god’s greatest gift to us.    The gifts are either birds or people, with the 

exception of 5 Golden Rings. 
 

• Two Turtle Doves are the Old and New Testaments. 

• Three French Hens are Faith, Hope and Charity. 

• Four Calling Birds are 4 Evangelists with their Gospels. 

• Five Golden Rings are the Pentateuch, or first five books of the Bible giving the 

history of man’s fall from grace. 

• Six Geese a‘laying are the six days of creation. 

• Seven Swans a‘swimming are seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments. 

• Eight Maids a’milking are eight beatitudes. 

• Nine Ladies Dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy spirit. 

• Ten Lords a’leaping are the ten commandments. 

• Eleven Pipers piping are the eleven faithful apostles. 

• Twelve Drummers drumming are the 12 points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed.  

 

May you have God’s abundant blessings of love, 
care and peace throughout 2021. 

Mass Intentions   :   Holy Cross Church, Kenmare. 

Sat 8.00pm Patrick Delaney, Tullig …………………………….…    Anniversary 

Sun 9.30am John Henry & Bridie Harrington ……………….…….           ” 

Sun 12noon John P. Nora, and Paudie Finnegan, 37 Henry St.  …..    Anniversary    

Mon 10.00am Sheila, Denis & Catherine O’Neill, Derrygarrane, Blackwater.   ” 

Tues 10.00am For the people of the parish. 

Wed 10.00am Denis Sullivan Morgan, Gortamullen ………………. Month’s Mind 

Thurs 10.00am Con Crowley, Henry St. Kenmare …………………..     Anniversary 

Fri 10.00am Denis Crowley, Killowen  ……………………………   Anniversary 

At Christmas 
 

Thank you, God, for all the presents we 

receive at Christmas.  Help me to remember 

that all happiness comes from you. 
 

Dear God, please give your love to anyone 

who has no one to love them at Christmas. 
 

Thank you, God, for showing your love by 

giving us the best present ever – your son, 

Jesus.  Help us to share Christmas love 

with everyone we meet. 
 

Thank you for sending Jesus to the light of 

the world and to show your light.   

  

Lord, bless our family, 
all of us now together. 
 

Those who are far away, 
and all who are gone 
back to You. 

 

May we know joy, and may we bear 

our sorrows in patience. 
 

Let love guide our understanding of 

each other. 
 

We have all made each other what we 

are. 
 

O Family of Jesus, watch over our 

family. 
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